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Responsibility for my own research

Tuesday, 14 July 2026 // 09:30 — 16:30 h, Veranstaltungszentrum RUB

Programme
from 09:15 Registration & Coffee

09:30 Welcome
> Introduction to the day
» Sharing your perspective: “The most challenging responsibility for my research is ...”

09:45 Peer knowledge:
Discuss your views & understandings of being responsible for your research
» Interdisciplinary groups working with a prepared reflection matrix

10:30 Coffee Break

10:45 Insights from experienced researchers:
Perspectives on doctoral researchers’ responsibilities
» Jun.-Prof. Dr. Maria Marquardsen (Law,RUB)
» Prof. Dr. Andreas Lammer (Philology, RUB)
> Prof. Dr. Peter Mark (Civil and Environmental Engineering, RUB)
» Prof. Dr. Ulf-Peter Apfel (Chemistry & Biochemistry, RUB)

11:15 Starting the discussion
> Insights from the peer knowledge session
» Interactive panel discussion

12:15 Lunch Break

13:00 Thematic Focus Session: Who ‘owns’ the data?
» University Library Bochum, Research Data Services RUB

15:00 Coffee Break

15:15 Q&A Session: How can | contribute to navigate my supervisory relationships?
» Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Schuhmann, Member of Ombudspersons for Good Scientific Practice & former
Chair of Analytical Chemistry RUB

16:15 Farewell
» Research School & RUB support offers
» Your Takeaways from the day
» Sign-out & finishing snacks & drinks

Focus Session & Q&A Session described on next page >
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Thematic Focus Session

Who ‘owns’ the data? — Rights, Responsibilities, and Research Data in Germany
Who holds the rights to the data you collect, generate, and analyse in your research? The answer may surprise you.

Research data sits at the heart of every doctoral project — yet questions about rights, responsibility, access, and reuse
are often left unexplored until conflicts arise. This interactive 90-minute session introduces the legal and institutional
landscape surrounding research data in Germany across disciplines. Together, we will explore a deceptively simple
question: Who ‘owns’ research data — and is ownership even the right concept? What rights do you hold as a researcher
— and what rights belong to your institution, your supervisor, or your funder? What happens when interests collide?
Since there is no one-size-fits-all legal answer, this session offers orientation for navigating common questions and
misconceptions surrounding research data in German university context, including:

e How do copyright, archival restrictions, and data protection affect what | can do with my research data?

e Can | take my data with me when | move to a new institution?

e Does my supervisor or my university "own" what | collected?

e  What are my obligations when a funder requires open data?

e Who do | talk to when something is unclear?

Bring your questions — and leave with a clearer framework for understanding research data rights and responsibilities for
your doctoral project.

Experts: Elena Schick, Tuba Giiden-Silber, Marlene Pacharra (University Library Bochum, Research Data Services
RUB)

Q&A Session

In this session you can discuss how you can contribute to navigating your supervisory relationship. You can exchange on
how you can clarify expectations or how to handle communication and feedback. Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Schuhmann will
support this session. He formerly held the Chair of Analytical Chemistry at RUB and is currently a member of the
Ombudspersons for Good Scientific Practice.

Expert: Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Schuhmann (Member of Ombudspersons for Good Scientific Practice RUB & former
Chair of Analytical Chemistry RUB)



