
Do we live in a world of things — stable, autonomous,
sharply bounded — or in a world of processes, where
every stability is temporary and nothing is fully separable
from what surrounds it? 
Having read Everything Flows last semester, we now turn
to Dupré's new book, Everyone Flows, which pushes the
processual view further into distinctively human territory.
Dupré builds again on the claim that living beings are
processes rather than things, developed through two
central cases: organisms and lineages. Lineages are the
processes in which evolution occurs; they generate
organisms, while organisms in turn compose them. Dupré
develops this through the pervasiveness of symbiosis and
through cases, such as the pregnant mammal, that make it
hard to say where one organism ends and another begins.
The book then asks what follows for us. Our lineage is
unusual in its sociality and behavioural plasticity, which
together allow a fine-grained division of labour, and in the
sheer complexity of the niche we have built for ourselves.
Taking that seriously, Dupré argues, changes how we
should think about personal identity, the prospect of
indefinite life extension, human nature, classifications such
as race and gender, and freedom of the will. The
conclusions are often surprising and sometimes quite
radical.
We will read the whole book, one chapter per session. No
background in philosophy of biology is needed, but
participants are expected to have read the respective
chapter beforehand. Our reading group is primarily
dedicated to PhD students, but postdocs and
undergraduates from all disciplines are also very
welcome!
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