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Guidelines for the use of AI tools in the application and review 
process for Research School funding programmes

Applications

AI tools (ChatGPT, Perplexity, Mistral, Gemini, DeepL, etc.) can assist applicants in the preparation of 
applications, for example in structuring texts, gathering ideas, developing specific formulations or 
other revisions. The use of AI tools has become part of professional scientific practice and, when 
used responsibly, can contribute to the clarity and readability of your own applications. The use of AI 
tools is therefore permitted when applying for funding programmes at the Research School. 

Applicants are fully responsible for the scientific accuracy, transparency, and traceability of all 
content, as well as the quality of their applications – even when using AI tools. If applications are 
written jointly by several people, all authors involved must agree to the use of an AI tool.

The application form must state whether and in what form AI tools have been used to ensure 
transparency and traceability in the review process in accordance with the ‘rules of good scientific 
practice’:

•	 You must indicate any use of AI tools for the development and optimisation of the content of 
the applications, e.g. scientific argumentation, illustrations, data interpretation, project design, 
the collection of initial ideas or other relevant content. 

•	 Purely linguistic optimisations (e.g. spelling, grammar or style corrections) and translations 
must also be indicated.

In addition, transparent information provided by applicants helps the Research School to continuously 
reflect on and further develop the responsible use of AI tools in the application process for funding 
programmes.

Review

The use of AI tools is not an evaluation criterion in the review process and does not influence the 
funding decision. 

The use of AI tools is not permitted for the review.


